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Re: Docket No. 02-277 

I ;C( ' Corn m i ssioiiers : 

I an1 Mdiiig to you today Lo express n i y  opposition to the TCC's recommendation to relax (or possibly 
eliniinatc) the regulations yovcrning media owncrrhip i n  the United States of America. 

1 l iavc Ibllowed this issue as closcly a s  I can. Believe nic - it is not easy. Surprising? Whether yoii are for 
01- against this proposal i t  is an aciion that affects all people who desire to be informed and active citizens. 
i \nd ye1 thc silcncc in  most media Iias heen quite suggcstivc. 1 have also been quite surprised at the speed 
with which this proposal h a s  raced along. avoiding thc pitfalls o f  too much public comment or scrutiny. 

I iiin tired of the talking heads telling nic that thcrc isn't a problem with fewer and fewer companies 
o \~ning  the means of infoi-inalion dispcIsal i n  OLII society. Why. after all we have the internet. What more 
do y o u  want'? 

1:irst 0 1  all, the internet is not a CIIIC-LIII Ibr pro\ iding the intorination we need in order to be active 
citizens in an increasingly coiiiplcu ~ o i d c l .  Sccondly. I ani old enough to remember when the internet was 
young, ineanc, and anarchic. The sainc people \ ~ I i o  wan[ lo be able to own every television stations. radio 
slation, and newspaper in my comnuoiity havc been slowly pushing to bring "order" to the internet. 
Pcrhaps I am paranoid, but 1 beliew thal nieans "ownci-ship". 

Please consider thc fact that wc. thc. pcoplc. lha\'c bccome increasingly disengaged from the Republic we 
c la i r  to love. Spreading the cancel- nt'a company  owning doLens of "local" news sources and creating 
l i k e  .'Icical news rooms'' froin one ccii-pcii.ate huildiilg i n  another state will not reverse this disturbing 
Lrend. Watching oiic newspaper a1'1cr anothcr beiiig bought out by a handful of companies silences voices 

it does no( increase them. I~lo* iiiaiiy cities and (owns even have more than one newspaper? How many 
cities and mwns have a newspapci- no1 already ciwncd b y  one of (he handful of media giants? 

Amcrica nccds morc voiccs. Morc iiili)rina[ion. and grcaicr diversily of information, is the lifeblood of 
democracy. And that is what we arc t:ill,ing ahotlt. correct'? What is best for democracy ~ not what is best 
l i i r  a fcw corporations? 

I<espectfully. ~I 

Kodd Rarnell 
1718N. Ft. Valley Road # ? I O  
Ihgstalr ,  A %  86001 


